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Submitting Animals to the 

Tuscarawas County Health 

Department for Rabies Testing 
 

 

 

Narrative: 

A wild animal (bat, raccoon, skunk, etc.) that has bitten or has exposed a person or family pet may 

be tested for rabies. Any animal that is submitted for testing must be dead, relatively fresh, and 

have an intact skull. The Tuscarawas County Health Department does not have a means of 

euthanizing animals. This task must be done by a veterinarian, the homeowner, a private trapper, 

dog warden or possibly a local police department that provides this service. If the bite occurs on 

the weekend, the specimen must be kept refrigerated until Health Department personnel can 

acquire it. Do not freeze specimens, as this can affect the test results. 

 

How to Submit a Specimen: 

1. Specimen must meet ALL the following criteria. Animals must be: 

a. Dead 

b. Relatively fresh 

c. Have an intact skull 

d. Not frozen 

e. Double bagged in a sealed and clear leak-proof bag 

f. Head only, unless: 

i. Bat, Mouse, or Gerbil 

2. You must be able to provide the following information: 

a. Date animal was found/collected 

b. Time animal was found/collected 

c. Address and Location animal was found/collected 

d. Exposure information 

i. Were any people or domestic animals bitten? 

ii. Were there any non-bite exposures to people or domestic animals? 

iii. Was the animal handled with bare hands? 

e. Your name 

f. Your home address 

g. Your phone number 

 

Please contact the Tuscarawas County Health Department, Bureau of Environmental Health 

Services with any questions by phone at (330) 343-5550 or by email at eh@tchdnow.org. 
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