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W ater Testing Helps Department's 
City, Rural Dwellers Laboratory Is

Ohio-Approved
Next tim e you turn on the water 

pi got, a m all thank you for the 
Health D epartm ent's part in assur
ge’ the water's safety will be aj>-
; r e c ite d . The sam e goes for hun
dreds of rural T uscaraw as Counti
an. whose water com es from wells.

Here’ why: The Health Depart
ment sanitarians collect sam ples of 
water from m unicipal and private 
water supplies for laboratory ex 
am ination that determ ines pres- 
♦ nee <-f harm ful bacteria. Last 
j ear. 187 such sam ples were taken.

In Dover, for exam ple, the D e
partment usually collects and an
alyzes about IOO sam ples a year 
Sam ples collected from m unicipal 
s ipplies are in proportion to popu
lation.

Monthly, the Health Departm ent 
collects and exam ines sam ples  
from 1 2  city and village supplies 
to m ake certain the water is free 
from disease-producing germ s.

On request, water sam ples are 
taken from private w ells, and lo
cation and construction of the wells 
is studied. This insi>ection and con
sulting .service is free.

It i believed  that, of the coun
ty's 76,000 population, m ore than 
2 0 .0 0 0  depend upon water from pri
vate w ells.

Last year, 223 consultations and 
inspections of private water sup
plies were requested by home own- 
ers and businesses. The Depart
ment tested  247 water supplies.

More and more people are be
com ing aw are that w’ater can look 
clean 3nd clear. be odorless and 
taste good — yet be contam inated  
with bacteria that can cause seri
ous d iscase.

Unfortunately som e fam ilies do 
not d iscover this until som eone is 
seriously ill.

The only practical way of assur-

NO THIRST QUENCHER. Water
sam ple is taken from m unicipal 
water supply for laboratory test 
which determ ines bacteria content. 
Upon request, Health D epartm ent
also
plies

dimples private water sap

ing a pure water supply is to con
struct w ells and other supply struc
tures so that they keep out con
tam ination. An unsafe water sup
ply is usually caused by contam i
nated water entering the source 
through surface openings or under
ground channels.

Any surface water m ust be con
sidered contam inated.

H ave you had your private water 
supply tested lately? And have you  

{obtained your free copy of the 
booklet entitled "Safe W ater for 
the Iturai H om e” 

lf  not, contact the Health D e
partm ent.

County Shares Cost 
Of Rodents1 Pillage

B elieve it or not: Rats d estroy ' 
or contam inate 2 0 0  m illion bush
els of grain annually in the U.S. ' 
What 5 m ore, rats cost the nation 
more than two billion dollars a 
year. it’s been estim ated .

T uscaraw as County shares this 
cost in proportion to its population.

The Health D epartm ent has an 
interest in the rat problem be
cause the rodents can carry 
plague, typhus, infectious jaundice, 
rabies, rat-bite fever, food poison
ing, trichinosis, and m any other 
d iseases.

Last year, many of the 197 nui
sance com plaints concerned rat 
problem s. The rats were a direct 
result of inadequate—o r  non-exist
en t—refuse collection and disposal 
program s.

In m unicipal c o lo r a t io n s , the 
mayor and council are responsible 
for providing refuse control pro
g r a m s In unincorporated areas, it 
is the responsibility of the township  
trustees; or. the board o f county 
com m issioners m ay establish  and 
m aintain the service.

There are two basic principles to 
follow if a rat control program is 
to be effective: (I) E lim inate their 
hom es. <2 > E lim inate their fix'd 
supply. All other attem pts at con
trol are doom ed to failure.

Where  there is poor sanitation, 
there arc rats. They will dine on 
garbage, grain, m eat, fish, bread, 
fruit, vegetables, m ilk and other 
dairy products, laundry soup, wax 
candles, leather, glue, starch, wax
paper, and sim ilar substance^

Rats inside a building are the 
responsibility of the owner and the 
tenant. H ere’s how to get rut of 
rats.

R IL E S  FOR RAT RIDDANCE
<1 >—Store garbage in m etal con

tainers with tight-fitting lids. Keep 
the cans covered. P rem ises inside  
and outside should be kept clean  
Rats are attracted to unclean p lac
es. S tarve Them  Out!

(2 )—Block all ex its , openings, 
and holes with rat-resistant m ateri
al. <A rat can squeeze through a 
half - inch hole.) Cover basem ent 
windows with screen, sew er open
ings with covers. All holes where 
pipes or electrica l conduits enter  
the building should be sealed with 
rat - proof m aterials. Foundations 
m ust bt' 36 inches or more b low 
ground level. Build Them  On’ I

(3)—Poison them  or trap them . 
W herever possible, se lect poisons 
of the less hazardous types. Even  
these m ust be used with n u-mal 
precautions in hom es and food 
plants. Som e poisons require spe
cial precautions and, for safety's

Following a survey by the state, 
the Tuscaraw as County Health De
partment laboratory has won a 
place on the S tate Health Depart
m ent’s list of approved units.

The Health D epartm ent labora
tory is approved for the bacterial 
plate count, phosphatase tests, coli
form determ inations, and the di
rect m icroscopic exam ination of 
milk and milk products.

Surveying of health departm ent 
laboratories is a iso g r a m  conduct
ed by the laboratory division of 
the State Health D epartm ent. Sur
veys are scheduled on a yearly ba
sis for all health departm ent labo
ratories and private laboratories 
doing work for local health depart
ments.

No laboratory or its findings is 
considered ‘'official'' unless ap
proved by the State Health De
partment.

Approval is based on the type of 
equipment used and the methods 
em ployed by the technician. Equip
ment includes a refrigerator, an 
autoclave, an incubator, hot air 
sterilizer, tem pering oven , and a 
m icroscope, to nam e a few of the 
most essentia l p ieces.

Each piece of equipm ent has to 
m eet certain standards as to size, 
efficiency of operation, therm ostat
ic controls, acceptable therm om e
ters, etc.

The technician’s methods are 
evaluated through observation. 
They include the num erous and in
tricate steps taken in the prepara
tion of the ingredients and the per
form ance of the technician up until 
final results are obtained.

Resurveying of laboratories has 
been found to be necessary . It is 
done to confirm that the equip
ment and procedures are in ron- 
form ance with the "standard m eth
ods for the exam ination of dairy 
products” as established by the 
United States Public Health Serv
ice.

Sanitation Score
Following are the number of con

sultations. inspections, and labora
tory tests made in 1959 by sanitari
ans:

F ood—942 Sew age D isposal—864. 
Water Supplies—123. Water Sam 
ples Taken—187. N uisances—383. 
Rabies Control—197. Schools—56. 
M is colla ne ou s —  119. M i l k  La bor a- 
torv T ests—IMO.

k
HEALTHY PLANNING. Sanitarian : ning helps save operator expense, 
Frank Bodcy goes over plans for tim e, future troubles. M easures 
new restaurant with would-be op- aim ed at protecting health of pul> 
erator, Sam Ridgway. Such plan- lie can be instituted at this point.

Sanitarians Review  
Eating Place Plans

Dozens of plans for new food serv ice operations or extensive altera
tion of existing eating p laces w ere subm itted to the Health D epartm ent

~ for approval during the year.

School Visits 
Reveal Modern 
Health Trends

State law' requires that plans and 
specifications be presented in du
plicate for review  and approval. 
Basic aim  of the law is to safe
guard the health and w elfare of 
the eating-out public.

In many instances, the Health  
Departm ent was able to save the 
prospective operator tim e and 

In making school inspections to- money> Well-thought-out, detailed
day, Health Departm ent sanitari 
ans can't help noting one thing— 
the big im provem ent in local pub
lic school environm ents.

School officials are not only 
striving to give each pupil the best

plans and specifications are an as
sist to orderly, less expensive con
struction. They also assure that 
food service law s and regulations 
are m et.

Total area to be used for the 0 |>
education jiossible, they are con- oration; entrances and exits; loca- 
stantiy trying to provide the m ost tion, number and type of plum bing  
healthful environm ent, too. fixtures, including all w ater su |>

Let’s tour one of our m odern ply facilities; plan of lighting, both 
schooLs as the sanitarian m akes his natural and artificial, 
inspection. You'll find "school G eneral layout of fixtures and 
days" vastly  different from when other equipm ent: building m ater!- 
you attended. als to be used; outside openings

Note the lighting. It is com fort- such as windows, ventilators, lou- 
able, free from glare, well-distrib- vers; and plans for sew age dispos

a1 if a sanitary sew er is not avail
able.

Plans should be drawn to sca le, 
and descriptions should be detailed  
enough to allow a com petent judg
ment.

Perm its Issued
Food S erv ice—264. Food Han

dling—158. Sew age D isposal—166. 
Dairy P erm its—16. Scavenger Per
m its—9. Trailer Parks—4.

sake, these should be list'd only by 
experienced pest-control operators. 
As for traps, there are a number 
on the m arket: cage, steel, electric  
and snap traps. After rats are poi
soned or trapped, they should be 
properly disposed of at once. Kill 
The Rats!

A booklet "Rat Control" m ay be 
obtained free upon request from 
your Health Departm ent.

uted over the classroom . Lights 
are turned on :<> m aintain a high 
level of lighting for pupils in the 
darker corners of the room. This is 
to prevent eye-strain  and fatigue.

Observe the desks and seats.
They are of d ifferent sizes, adjust-
able and m oveable. This is to pro- pupils receive a well - balanced  
vide for com fortable seating for all m eal. It has been prepared and 
sizes of pupils. Comfortable seat- served under strict sanitary com b
ing prevents physical fatigue, pro- turns.
m otes good posture habits. Toilet room s are clean; hand-

The classroom s are clean  and washing facilities with hot and cold  
painted in cheerful colors. This running water are provided. Drink- 
prom otes physical alertness and ing fountains are of a sanitary  

, good m ental health. modern type. T hese facilities pre-
Thc heating provides an even vent the spread <;f com m unicable  

and constant tem perature over the d iseases.
Doors are provided with panic 

hardware to provide for fast and 
sure exit in case of em ergen cy.

The Health D epartm ent sanitari
ans inspect all schools within the 
county. A num ber of item s are

entire room. Ventilation is of a 
type which e l im .nates drafts. The 
air is changed constantly to re
m ove foul, bacteria-laden air.

Take a look at the window’s.
They m ay be of glare - diverting  
g lass block, or they m ay be checked, and any sub - standard

(equipped with blinds winch are ad- conditions are noted. A report is
jus ta blo so that they will divert ob- then subm itted to the School Board
jectional sky glare. along with recom m endations for

I A cafeteria is in operation. Here im provem ents.

Many Rural Home Sites Too Small, Sanitarians W arn
Land topography, water table, 

location, soil condition, area avail
able, and living capacity of home — 
these a te  factors that mus; tx1 
"right" for the proper location of 
a private sew age d isposal system , 
would-be rural home owners d is
covered in 1959 

Such determ inations require the 
help of persons trained in sewage  
disposal location, they further 
learned. As a result, the Health  
Department sanitarians last year  
spent a major portion of their tim e 
in sew age system  consultation.

The sanitarians engaged in 864 
inspections and consultations on 
150 private disposal system s.

The law requires that a written 
perm it be obtained for installation, 
m ajor alteration, or cleaning of a 
septic tank, privy, or other types 
of private sew age disposal devic
es.

■**■ Pmrrl inspection  and approval o f

an installation, just before being  
covered with earth, m ust also be 
done by the Health D epartm ent 

A free planning and layout serv
ice is m aintained by the Depart
m ent, for which there is no charge. 
The serv ice often saves much as- 

l pirin, m oney, and trouble for 
ho rn e-o w ner s- to-be.

It, a lso  averts future public 
health oroblem s—w’hich is the real 
ob jective underlying the laws and 
regulations governing sew age d is
posal system s. Typhoid fever. d \ s -  
entery, and various types of diar
rhea can be transm itted through 
sew age contam ination.

Perhaps the m ost serious prob
lem  encountered by the sanitari
ans is the sm all size of m ost of to
d a y ’s rural building sites. Only a 
disposal system  of a bare m ini
mum size can be installed  on the 
land provided.

More serious'Sill! Is the fact that

no room rem ains to construct new  
facilities when the first system  
breaks down. The home owner will 
sooner or later find h im self in seri
ous difficulty.

Many building sites arc selected  
without any thought to soil struc
ture or texture. Som e soils allow  
for easy and successful installation  
and operation of d isposal devices  
Other soils are practically worth
less for d isposal purjxises.

Topography of the property plays 
a very important part in construct
ing the disposal system . Even  
though the property m ay contain 
acres, they m ay be worthless, so 
far as sew age disposal is con
cerned, if located at a higher ele
vation than the home.

Sew age just won’t run uphill.
To m any persons building hom es, 

the installation of sew age disposal 
devices is an afterthought. In plan
ning they consider only the home 
and its appearance The disposal

d evices m ust be squeezed into what 
rem ains of the property.

In selecting and developing a 
building site, be guided by these 
rules and words of advice.

<D—Check with your Health De
partm ent when considering rural 
building. Sanitarians em ployed  
there can be very helpful in de
term ining your d ep o sa l needs and 
the best m ethod of providing for 
them.

(J )—Don't be fooled by cheap  
price's on sm all lots. This may  turn 
out to bo the m ost exp en sive pur
chase you can make.

<3)—Be sure the lot is more than 
large enough to contain the type of 
disposal system  best suited to it. 
Have enough room to construct, at 
som e future d ate, at least one com 
pletely new system .

(4)—Check the soil structure of 
the property. G ravel and sand is 
the best suited for sew age dispos
al purpose*.

(5*—Before construction is stal
ed, carefully plan for the home an  
all of its necessary utilities as on 
coordinated unit. Locate the horn 
on the property in a position whic 
will retain the m ost possible arc 
for present and future dispos: 
needs. Rem em ber that driveway  
and w alkways m ay break up th 
disposal area into sm all parcel: 
which m akes them p ra ctica l 
worthless for d isposal purposes.

(6)—Locate the water well th 
greatest d istance possible (at le a 1 

I 50 feet* from the area where th 
disposal d evices are to be ii 
stalled.

<7 )—Finally, rem em ber that th 
investm ent in a home m ay repr< 

. sent your life savings. If a proper) 
operating d isposal system  cann< 

, be m aintained, the hom e m ay l> 
com e practically  worthless and n 
suit in a serious econom ic loss I 

’ you.
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W ater Testing Helps Department's 
City, Rural Dwellers Laboratory Is

Ohio-Approved
Next tim e you turn on the water 

pi got, a m all thank you for the 
Health D epartm ent's part in assur
ge’ the water's safety will be aj>-
; r e c ite d . The sam e goes for hun
dreds of rural T uscaraw as Counti
an. whose water com es from wells.

Here’ why: The Health Depart
ment sanitarians collect sam ples of 
water from m unicipal and private 
water supplies for laboratory ex 
am ination that determ ines pres- 
♦ nee <-f harm ful bacteria. Last 
j ear. 187 such sam ples were taken.

In Dover, for exam ple, the D e
partment usually collects and an
alyzes about IOO sam ples a year 
Sam ples collected from m unicipal 
s ipplies are in proportion to popu
lation.

Monthly, the Health Departm ent 
collects and exam ines sam ples  
from 1 2  city and village supplies 
to m ake certain the water is free 
from disease-producing germ s.

On request, water sam ples are 
taken from private w ells, and lo
cation and construction of the wells 
is studied. This insi>ection and con
sulting .service is free.

It i believed  that, of the coun
ty's 76,000 population, m ore than 
2 0 .0 0 0  depend upon water from pri
vate w ells.

Last year, 223 consultations and 
inspections of private water sup
plies were requested by home own- 
ers and businesses. The Depart
ment tested  247 water supplies.

More and more people are be
com ing aw are that w’ater can look 
clean 3nd clear. be odorless and 
taste good — yet be contam inated  
with bacteria that can cause seri
ous d iscase.

Unfortunately som e fam ilies do 
not d iscover this until som eone is 
seriously ill.

The only practical way of assur-

NO THIRST QUENCHER. Water
sam ple is taken from m unicipal 
water supply for laboratory test 
which determ ines bacteria content. 
Upon request, Health D epartm ent
also
plies

dimples private water sap

ing a pure water supply is to con
struct w ells and other supply struc
tures so that they keep out con
tam ination. An unsafe water sup
ply is usually caused by contam i
nated water entering the source 
through surface openings or under
ground channels.

Any surface water m ust be con
sidered contam inated.

H ave you had your private water 
supply tested lately? And have you  

{obtained your free copy of the 
booklet entitled "Safe W ater for 
the Iturai H om e” 

lf  not, contact the Health D e
partm ent.

County Shares Cost 
Of Rodents1 Pillage

B elieve it or not: Rats d estroy ' 
or contam inate 2 0 0  m illion bush
els of grain annually in the U.S. ' 
What 5 m ore, rats cost the nation 
more than two billion dollars a 
year. it’s been estim ated .

T uscaraw as County shares this 
cost in proportion to its population.

The Health D epartm ent has an 
interest in the rat problem be
cause the rodents can carry 
plague, typhus, infectious jaundice, 
rabies, rat-bite fever, food poison
ing, trichinosis, and m any other 
d iseases.

Last year, many of the 197 nui
sance com plaints concerned rat 
problem s. The rats were a direct 
result of inadequate—o r  non-exist
en t—refuse collection and disposal 
program s.

In m unicipal c o lo r a t io n s , the 
mayor and council are responsible 
for providing refuse control pro
g r a m s In unincorporated areas, it 
is the responsibility of the township  
trustees; or. the board o f county 
com m issioners m ay establish  and 
m aintain the service.

There are two basic principles to 
follow if a rat control program is 
to be effective: (I) E lim inate their 
hom es. <2 > E lim inate their fix'd 
supply. All other attem pts at con
trol are doom ed to failure.

Where  there is poor sanitation, 
there arc rats. They will dine on 
garbage, grain, m eat, fish, bread, 
fruit, vegetables, m ilk and other 
dairy products, laundry soup, wax 
candles, leather, glue, starch, wax
paper, and sim ilar substance^

Rats inside a building are the 
responsibility of the owner and the 
tenant. H ere’s how to get rut of 
rats.

R IL E S  FOR RAT RIDDANCE
<1 >—Store garbage in m etal con

tainers with tight-fitting lids. Keep 
the cans covered. P rem ises inside  
and outside should be kept clean  
Rats are attracted to unclean p lac
es. S tarve Them  Out!

(2 )—Block all ex its , openings, 
and holes with rat-resistant m ateri
al. <A rat can squeeze through a 
half - inch hole.) Cover basem ent 
windows with screen, sew er open
ings with covers. All holes where 
pipes or electrica l conduits enter  
the building should be sealed with 
rat - proof m aterials. Foundations 
m ust bt' 36 inches or more b low 
ground level. Build Them  On’ I

(3)—Poison them  or trap them . 
W herever possible, se lect poisons 
of the less hazardous types. Even  
these m ust be used with n u-mal 
precautions in hom es and food 
plants. Som e poisons require spe
cial precautions and, for safety's

Following a survey by the state, 
the Tuscaraw as County Health De
partment laboratory has won a 
place on the S tate Health Depart
m ent’s list of approved units.

The Health D epartm ent labora
tory is approved for the bacterial 
plate count, phosphatase tests, coli
form determ inations, and the di
rect m icroscopic exam ination of 
milk and milk products.

Surveying of health departm ent 
laboratories is a iso g r a m  conduct
ed by the laboratory division of 
the State Health D epartm ent. Sur
veys are scheduled on a yearly ba
sis for all health departm ent labo
ratories and private laboratories 
doing work for local health depart
ments.

No laboratory or its findings is 
considered ‘'official'' unless ap
proved by the State Health De
partment.

Approval is based on the type of 
equipment used and the methods 
em ployed by the technician. Equip
ment includes a refrigerator, an 
autoclave, an incubator, hot air 
sterilizer, tem pering oven , and a 
m icroscope, to nam e a few of the 
most essentia l p ieces.

Each piece of equipm ent has to 
m eet certain standards as to size, 
efficiency of operation, therm ostat
ic controls, acceptable therm om e
ters, etc.

The technician’s methods are 
evaluated through observation. 
They include the num erous and in
tricate steps taken in the prepara
tion of the ingredients and the per
form ance of the technician up until 
final results are obtained.

Resurveying of laboratories has 
been found to be necessary . It is 
done to confirm that the equip
ment and procedures are in ron- 
form ance with the "standard m eth
ods for the exam ination of dairy 
products” as established by the 
United States Public Health Serv
ice.

Sanitation Score
Following are the number of con

sultations. inspections, and labora
tory tests made in 1959 by sanitari
ans:

F ood—942 Sew age D isposal—864. 
Water Supplies—123. Water Sam 
ples Taken—187. N uisances—383. 
Rabies Control—197. Schools—56. 
M is colla ne ou s —  119. M i l k  La bor a- 
torv T ests—IMO.

k
HEALTHY PLANNING. Sanitarian : ning helps save operator expense, 
Frank Bodcy goes over plans for tim e, future troubles. M easures 
new restaurant with would-be op- aim ed at protecting health of pul> 
erator, Sam Ridgway. Such plan- lie can be instituted at this point.

Sanitarians Review  
Eating Place Plans

Dozens of plans for new food serv ice operations or extensive altera
tion of existing eating p laces w ere subm itted to the Health D epartm ent

~ for approval during the year.

School Visits 
Reveal Modern 
Health Trends

State law' requires that plans and 
specifications be presented in du
plicate for review  and approval. 
Basic aim  of the law is to safe
guard the health and w elfare of 
the eating-out public.

In many instances, the Health  
Departm ent was able to save the 
prospective operator tim e and 

In making school inspections to- money> Well-thought-out, detailed
day, Health Departm ent sanitari 
ans can't help noting one thing— 
the big im provem ent in local pub
lic school environm ents.

School officials are not only 
striving to give each pupil the best

plans and specifications are an as
sist to orderly, less expensive con
struction. They also assure that 
food service law s and regulations 
are m et.

Total area to be used for the 0 |>
education jiossible, they are con- oration; entrances and exits; loca- 
stantiy trying to provide the m ost tion, number and type of plum bing  
healthful environm ent, too. fixtures, including all w ater su |>

Let’s tour one of our m odern ply facilities; plan of lighting, both 
schooLs as the sanitarian m akes his natural and artificial, 
inspection. You'll find "school G eneral layout of fixtures and 
days" vastly  different from when other equipm ent: building m ater!- 
you attended. als to be used; outside openings

Note the lighting. It is com fort- such as windows, ventilators, lou- 
able, free from glare, well-distrib- vers; and plans for sew age dispos

a1 if a sanitary sew er is not avail
able.

Plans should be drawn to sca le, 
and descriptions should be detailed  
enough to allow a com petent judg
ment.

Perm its Issued
Food S erv ice—264. Food Han

dling—158. Sew age D isposal—166. 
Dairy P erm its—16. Scavenger Per
m its—9. Trailer Parks—4.

sake, these should be list'd only by 
experienced pest-control operators. 
As for traps, there are a number 
on the m arket: cage, steel, electric  
and snap traps. After rats are poi
soned or trapped, they should be 
properly disposed of at once. Kill 
The Rats!

A booklet "Rat Control" m ay be 
obtained free upon request from 
your Health Departm ent.

uted over the classroom . Lights 
are turned on :<> m aintain a high 
level of lighting for pupils in the 
darker corners of the room. This is 
to prevent eye-strain  and fatigue.

Observe the desks and seats.
They are of d ifferent sizes, adjust-
able and m oveable. This is to pro- pupils receive a well - balanced  
vide for com fortable seating for all m eal. It has been prepared and 
sizes of pupils. Comfortable seat- served under strict sanitary com b
ing prevents physical fatigue, pro- turns.
m otes good posture habits. Toilet room s are clean; hand-

The classroom s are clean  and washing facilities with hot and cold  
painted in cheerful colors. This running water are provided. Drink- 
prom otes physical alertness and ing fountains are of a sanitary  

, good m ental health. modern type. T hese facilities pre-
Thc heating provides an even vent the spread <;f com m unicable  

and constant tem perature over the d iseases.
Doors are provided with panic 

hardware to provide for fast and 
sure exit in case of em ergen cy.

The Health D epartm ent sanitari
ans inspect all schools within the 
county. A num ber of item s are

entire room. Ventilation is of a 
type which e l im .nates drafts. The 
air is changed constantly to re
m ove foul, bacteria-laden air.

Take a look at the window’s.
They m ay be of glare - diverting  
g lass block, or they m ay be checked, and any sub - standard

(equipped with blinds winch are ad- conditions are noted. A report is
jus ta blo so that they will divert ob- then subm itted to the School Board
jectional sky glare. along with recom m endations for

I A cafeteria is in operation. Here im provem ents.

Many Rural Home Sites Too Small, Sanitarians W arn
Land topography, water table, 

location, soil condition, area avail
able, and living capacity of home — 
these a te  factors that mus; tx1 
"right" for the proper location of 
a private sew age d isposal system , 
would-be rural home owners d is
covered in 1959 

Such determ inations require the 
help of persons trained in sewage  
disposal location, they further 
learned. As a result, the Health  
Department sanitarians last year  
spent a major portion of their tim e 
in sew age system  consultation.

The sanitarians engaged in 864 
inspections and consultations on 
150 private disposal system s.

The law requires that a written 
perm it be obtained for installation, 
m ajor alteration, or cleaning of a 
septic tank, privy, or other types 
of private sew age disposal devic
es.

■**■ Pmrrl inspection  and approval o f

an installation, just before being  
covered with earth, m ust also be 
done by the Health D epartm ent 

A free planning and layout serv
ice is m aintained by the Depart
m ent, for which there is no charge. 
The serv ice often saves much as- 

l pirin, m oney, and trouble for 
ho rn e-o w ner s- to-be.

It, a lso  averts future public 
health oroblem s—w’hich is the real 
ob jective underlying the laws and 
regulations governing sew age d is
posal system s. Typhoid fever. d \ s -  
entery, and various types of diar
rhea can be transm itted through 
sew age contam ination.

Perhaps the m ost serious prob
lem  encountered by the sanitari
ans is the sm all size of m ost of to
d a y ’s rural building sites. Only a 
disposal system  of a bare m ini
mum size can be installed  on the 
land provided.

More serious'Sill! Is the fact that

no room rem ains to construct new  
facilities when the first system  
breaks down. The home owner will 
sooner or later find h im self in seri
ous difficulty.

Many building sites arc selected  
without any thought to soil struc
ture or texture. Som e soils allow  
for easy and successful installation  
and operation of d isposal devices  
Other soils are practically worth
less for d isposal purjxises.

Topography of the property plays 
a very important part in construct
ing the disposal system . Even  
though the property m ay contain 
acres, they m ay be worthless, so 
far as sew age disposal is con
cerned, if located at a higher ele
vation than the home.

Sew age just won’t run uphill.
To m any persons building hom es, 

the installation of sew age disposal 
devices is an afterthought. In plan
ning they consider only the home 
and its appearance The disposal

d evices m ust be squeezed into what 
rem ains of the property.

In selecting and developing a 
building site, be guided by these 
rules and words of advice.

<D—Check with your Health De
partm ent when considering rural 
building. Sanitarians em ployed  
there can be very helpful in de
term ining your d ep o sa l needs and 
the best m ethod of providing for 
them.

(J )—Don't be fooled by cheap  
price's on sm all lots. This may  turn 
out to bo the m ost exp en sive pur
chase you can make.

<3)—Be sure the lot is more than 
large enough to contain the type of 
disposal system  best suited to it. 
Have enough room to construct, at 
som e future d ate, at least one com 
pletely new system .

(4)—Check the soil structure of 
the property. G ravel and sand is 
the best suited for sew age dispos
al purpose*.

(5*—Before construction is stal
ed, carefully plan for the home an  
all of its necessary utilities as on 
coordinated unit. Locate the horn 
on the property in a position whic 
will retain the m ost possible arc 
for present and future dispos: 
needs. Rem em ber that driveway  
and w alkways m ay break up th 
disposal area into sm all parcel: 
which m akes them p ra ctica l 
worthless for d isposal purposes.

(6)—Locate the water well th 
greatest d istance possible (at le a 1 

I 50 feet* from the area where th 
disposal d evices are to be ii 
stalled.

<7 )—Finally, rem em ber that th 
investm ent in a home m ay repr< 

. sent your life savings. If a proper) 
operating d isposal system  cann< 

, be m aintained, the hom e m ay l> 
com e practically  worthless and n 
suit in a serious econom ic loss I 

’ you.
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Unfancy Eating Places
Sanitarians responsible for inspection of the county’s food serv

ice operations arc finding a big gain in the general sanitation of 
these places. Methods employed in the handling of food and uten
s i l  have improved. Better maintenance and cleaning methods 
are being employed. Structures and equipment have been improv
ed.

Many of the food service establishments in the county are not, 
and never will be, fancy showplaces or famous for fine foods. In 
fact, they are not prim arily interested in the serving of food. 
They are taverns or drinking establishments which maintain a 
simple f od service only because they are required to do so by Ohio 
laws governing drinking establishments. Regardless of their in
terests, these places must, and generally do, strive to maintain 
themselves in a manner which will meet with the food service laws 
and regulations.

The County Health Department licensed a total of 264 food service 
operations in 1959. Health Department personnel made 335 in
spections of these establishments.

Tin- general overall condition of the establishments has reach
ed the point where a greater amount of pressure will be placed on 
those U w operators who have failed to improve and maintain their 
places in a satisfactory manner. Failure on their part to make 
necessary improvements within a given time will result in their 
food service licenses being revoked.

Private Vs. Public Sewerage
‘ I wish our village had a sanitary sewer system .”
This statem ent was recently made by a resident of one of our 

Tuscarawas County villages. The need for such a utility was em
phasized in the mind of this pi rson by the fact that she found it
necessary to spend $400 to install a new private disposal system to 
serve her home.

Ten villages in the county have not provided this most necessary 
facility for their residents. As a result, this same experience is 
repeated many times each year.

The need for a sanitary sewerage system in every community is 
a well-established fact. It is a must in maintaining a high degree 
of public health protection. It is necessary for the prevention of pub
lic health nuisance conditions. It is of vital importance if the com
munity is to enjoy a prosperous, healthy economic growth and de
velopment.

While we recognize the need f r sewerage s y s t e m s ,  the seeming- 
ly-high initial cost of the necessary facilities has prevented their 
installation. But if we honestly consider the total cost picture of 
private sewage treatm ent and disposal as opposed to municipal 
collection, treatm ent and disposal, the initial cost figure may not 
represent the stumbling block it appears to be.

T day’s cost of a disposal system to serve a private home ranges 
from $300 to $1,200. The cost of a treatm ent system to serve a 
business place, a factory, or a school can far exceed these figures.

Most established homes and businesses in our villages do have 
some type' of disposal system. Our records indicate that many of 
these are inadequate and iii iv cd of attention or replacement. The 
records further indicate ?h<rc is a constant breakdown and rebuild
ing of these devices in most villages. In many older homes it is 
found such devices have been reconstructed or relocated three, 
four or five times. Likewise, every village has had some degree of 
new building, within its corporate limits, which requires installation 
cf disposal systems.

If we consider the cost of these devices constructed and to be con- 
structed—and then ultimately reconstructed— we find the money 
spent by the various individuals, if placed in one common fund, 
would have more than paid for a municipal system. Add to this 
the knowledge that at some not-too-far-distant date a municipal 
system will become an absolute necessity. At that time all pri
vate devices must be abandoned. All money previously spent on 
private devices will then become money thrown down a sewer, an 
absolute waste.

Federal funds are available to aid communities in drawing up 
their preliminary plans and cost estimates of a municipal system. 
Up to one-third of the cost of a municipal sewage treatm ent plant 
can be secured as an outright grant from the Federal Government. 
Those are our tax dollars being returned to us. Ixd’s accept them 
and use them to our mutual benefit, If we don't, some other com
munity will..

1959 Financial Report
R E C E I P T S

Unencumbered Balance. December 31, 1958 __
Delayed October 1959 Settlement ........................  $ 7.518 20
Township and Village Taxes .................................  11.750.00
Dover City Taxes ....................................................  3 288 29
Uhrichsville City Taxes .............................................. 1.097.92
State Subsidy ............................................................. 4.800.00
Federal Funds ...........................................................  4.850.00
Food Service License Fees ........................................  3.823 OO
Other Income .................................................................. 8.266.32
.3 Mill Levy ..................................................................  41.750 45
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Rabies Is Believed 
In County Wildlife

Ohio’s laboratory-confirmed cases of rabies in wildlife mounted dur
ing the latter part of 1959. When 
to the domestic animal is certain.

New Machines 
Aid Efficiency, 
Storage Space

In order to most efficiently -.tore 
vital records, the Board of Health 
recently purchased a microfilm 
camera and a reader printer.

Purchase of the devices was 
made necessary by the growing 
need for cabinet and storage space 
at the Health Department. It is the 
Departm ent's responsibility to re
cord all births and deaths occur
ring in Tuscarawas County and to 
compile general health statistics.

Tho cam era, capable of filming 
150 paper feet per minute, is being 
used to film copies of original rec
ords received. At the same time, 
an index card is made of the rec
ord and filed. This assures speed 
in locating the records.

Purpose of the reader printer is 
to produce facsimiles of birth and 
death records needed for legal rea
sons. The operator simply locates 
the document to be reproduced on 
the bright life - sized reader, and 
within eight seconds a sharp, clear 

I copy is produced.
As time permits, a program for 

converting all past records to 
“ similar form” is being carried 
out. When the program is com
plete, all of the old bu lky records 
will be destroyed, thus freeing wall 
and storage space for more pro
ductive use,

By using these new devices, vital 
records can now be handled with 
ease and efficiency. The system is 
sufficiently flexible and will serve 
as a standard for many years to 
come.

this occurs the transition of rabies 
And rabies in domestic animals is 
a serious threat to human lives.

A total of 169 animal-bite investi
gations were made in 1959 by 
County Health Department sani
tarians. Fortunately none of these 
was confirmed as rabies.

Five persons did find it neces
s a r y  to take anti-rabies treatm ent. 
These were cases in which the bit
ing animals could not be identified 
or located for observation.

While we had no reported rabies 
cases, counties immediately ad
joining ours did. Under these cir
cumstances, we can be certain we 
do have an undetected infection in 
wild animals.

With a known wildlife infection 
ex itin g , it is necessary that every 
resident redouble his guard. Report 
any known anim al bites. Have all 
dogs vaccinated against rabies. 
Have a veterinarian check sick 
animals; don’t try to treat them 
j  ourself.

Responsible officials should con
sider the possibility of establishing 
compulsory dog immunization leg
islation. This is the greatest hu
man protective measure possible.

Persons living in rural areas 
should be constantly alert for signs 
of rabies. It is in these areas that 
the greatest danger exists, since 
domestic animals are there con
stantly subjected to infection by 
wildlife.

The common bat has recently 
been recognized as a carrier in the 
transmission of rabies. Several hu
man deaths have occurred in the 
United States from bat bitt A 
number of laboratory - confirmed 
cases of bat rabies have been 
found in Ohio.

Bats represent a constant threat 
to humans because of their habit 
of harboring in and ablaut homes. 

'Stay away from bats, especially 
any sick ones you may find. The 
present knowledge of bat rabies in-

The Board 
Of Health 
Members

CHAIRMAN;
Ross M. Garber 
Bolivar, 1957-1963

VICE CHAIRMAN: 
George Fillman 

Port Washington, 1958-1962

MEMBERS:
R. E. Wolf, M D. 

Uhrichsville, 1955-1960

W. R. Patterson 
Fresno, 1956-1961

B. R. Lewis, D D S. 
Dover, 1959-1964

Your Staff
CHARLES C. NEWELL, M. D. 

Health Commissioner 
CAROLYN ARNOLD

Staff Nurse (Resigned 4-13-59) 
MARLENE GORDON 

Staff Nurse (Resigned 10-21-59) 
MARY LOU GRIMM 

Staff Nurse 
VIOLET JENTES 

Staff Nurse 
ELIZABETH ORLOWSKI 

Staff Nurse 
FLORENCE PECK 

Staff Nurse 
MARY FAY POLEN 

Staff Nurse (Resigned 7-7-59) 
VERA O'BRIEN 

Stetff Nurse 
FLORENCE REYNOLDS 

Staff Nurse 
ELLA MAE RIGGLE 

Sr. Nurse 
DOROTHY SPRING 

Staff Nurse 
NORMAN MILLER 

Sanitarian 
FRANK BEDEY 

Sanitarian 
LESLIE W. BERG 

Sanitarian 
RICHARD K. STOLZ 

Sanitarian 
VIVIAN J. STEWART 

Registrar. Vital Statistics 
SHIRLEY ARNOLD 

Clerk - Steno 
JEANNETTE B. SEABROOK 

Clerk - Steno

Want C
“ The Health  R eco rd ” is pub

lished as the annual report of 
the T u sc a r a w a s  County Health  
D ep artm en t.  If you w ish  extra  
copies ,  p le a se  con tact  T u sc a r a 
was County G eneral Health D is 
trict, 659 B oulevard , D over,  O,

Two Honored
Two members of the Health De

partm ent were honored al t h e  
annual meeting of the Ohio Pub
lic Health Association in Colum
bus on May 19, 1959.

Mrs. Ella Mac Riggle and Nor
man Miller received 10-year Cer
tificates of M erit Award. T n e 
award is given for continuous 
work in public health rendered to 
the citizens of Ohio.

dicates that every bat bite should 
be considered as a possible exix> 
sure to rabies and preventive treat
ment should be given.

Total Income 

Total Funds

E X P E N D I T U R E S

$87,144 78 
$87,141 78 $87,141 78

Advisory Council Picks Board 
Assures Equal Representation

$98,356 09

Salaries .........................................................................  $67,223.89
Travel Expenses .......................................    5.450 85
Other Expenses ............................................................ 15.458 42

$88 133.16
Total Expenditures .........................   $88 133 16

Withheld Employee Deductions  ...............

Unencumbered Balance, December 33, 1959 . . .

Presidents of each township’s 
board of trustees and mayors of 
municipalities make up the Dis- 

j trict Advisory Council. The Coun- 
! cil chooses the members of the 
! Board of Health, the policy-making 
j body which directs the health ef- 
! forts of the Tuscarawas County 
Health Department.

Chairman of the District Advis
ory Council is Walter H. Lah- 

$88,133.16 mers. Clifford C. Froelich is secre- 
-------------  tary.

Presidents of the township 
Boards of Trusless for 1959 - 1960 
are: Auburn—R. J. Dummermuth. 
Bucks—Victor W. Beguin. Clay—H.

$10,222.93 
102 19

$10,32512

Dale Blind. Dover — Dale W. Krei- ver—Clifford C. Froelich. Uhrich. 
tor. Fairfield—S. G\ Seward. Ville—Jess Dempster. Baltic—Wa 
Franklin—Adolph Gasser. Goshen ter H. Luke. Barnhill — Erne* 
— Oscar Smith. Jefferson—Wilbert Wheatley, Bolivar—Carl King. Der 
Ott. Lawrence — Clifford R. Lun- nison—George Gram. Gnadcnhu 
denberger. Mill—Bill McCollam ten—Paul W. Schreiner. Midvaie- 
Oxford—Way ne Dorsey. Perry— Daniel Fantinc. Mineral C i ty - A 
Ernest A. Crossan. Rush—C. Alvin vin McClelland. New comer stown- 
Sproul. Salem—Walter H. Lah- Jam es Tufford. P arra l—H ard  
mers. Sandy F. E. Barkheimer. Arnold. Port Washington—Elwoo 
Sugarcreek—Em anual Miller. Un- F. Couts. R osw ell-F rank Co> 
ion—William S. Aubiel. Warren—C. j Stinesville— Milan Alpeter. Ston 
H. Hollingbaugh. Warwick—Lacy Creek—E. F. Arbogast. Strasbur 
W. Donohue. Washington—J. H. —John Studer. Sugarcreek—Joh 
Quillen. Aayne William S. Fisher. E, Harmon. Tuscaraw as—Charle 
\o rk  Eugene Deardorff. F. Donehue. Zoar—Lawrence Mal

Mayors on the Council are- Do-tin.
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